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Thank you to everyone who helped make our Gala & Silent Auction a great success!! Special thanks to the planning committee for
organizing such a beautiful evening:
Emmy Donadio
Dayle G.Klitzner
Maureen Pearl

Ruth Gilbert
Lois Kraus
Marita Schine

Peg Goldman
Lauri London
Deanna Shapiro

Linda Goldstein
Carol Miller

Emily Joselson
Judy Olinick

We had so many wonderful donations/items this year. Thank you so much to all of our wonderful donors:

Emmie Donadio
Ruth Gilbert
Deanna & Charlie Shapiro
Alice Leeds & Rick Ceballos
Karen & Todd Lefkoe
Brad Koehler & Amy Trubek
Deborah Sharpe-Lundstead
Merry & Marty Lapidus

Linda Goldstein
Judy & Michael Olinick
Peg Goldman
Carol & Joel Miller
Ira & Linda Schiffer
Jodi, David & Josh Girard
Alan Hewat & Emily Joselson
Dayle Klitzner & John Kellner
Becky Gould
Sarit Katzew
Rebekah Irwin & Blake Harrison

Lois & Max Kraus
Sam & Sharon Glaser
Cecelia Dry
Marita Schine
Gary Margolis
Mitch & Maureen Pearl
Jane Steele

If we’ve forgotten anyone please forgive the oversight!
To those who attended your bidding helps support a vibrant Jewish presence in Addison County, including:
*Hebrew School for children pre-school through bar or bat mitzvah
*Regular religious services
*Adult education
*Community-wide observance and celebration of major Jewish holidays and festivals
*Social action (Tikkun Olam), giving back to Addison County charities
Havurah contributes to the cultural and religious diversity of Addison County, enriching the spiritual and community life for all
residents. Thanks for your support!

Embodiment of Faith Special Workshop Beginning June 5 See page 7 for details

IN THIS ISSUE

Havurah of Addison County is an inclusive, nondenominational Jewish community serving Vermont
towns between Burlington and Rutland including
Middlebury, Addison, Waltham, Bristol, Cornwall,
Brandon,
Bridport,
and
beyond.
We are unaffiliated and welcome a broad range of
traditions. Because our community comprises a rich
diversity of Jewish backgrounds and education, we
are a volunteer-driven and lay-led congregation
seeking to create unique Jewish experiences.

STAFF
Program & Outreach Coordinator/
Director of Education…...…....Sarit Katzew
Gimmel Class Teacher………..Rachel Edwards
Gimmel Class Aide…………...Sophie Saunders
Hay Class Teacher…………....David Sandler
Hay Class Aide…………..…...Shoshana Tieyah

HAVURAH LEADERSHIP
Leadership Council………….Sam Glaser
Emily Joselson
Ken Wolpin
Treasurer ...........................….Sam Glaser
Building & Grounds…….. ….David Girard
House Committee…………...Karen Lefkoe
Katie Saunders
Membership…………………Ruth Gilbert
Ritual………………………...Mitchell Pearl
Tikkun Olam………………...Lois Kraus
Marita Schine
Jane Steele
Fundraising………………….Emily Joselson
Dayle Klitzner Kellner
Archivist…………………….David Rosenberg
Education Committee……….Pam Berenbaum
Susan Greenberg
Lauri London
David Sandler
Mark Stefani

If you are interested in attending Steering Committee
meetings or Havurah’s events please contact Emily
Joselson at EJoselson@langrock.com.
We are always looking to expand our network of
community participants. Havurah could not exist
without you!
Have some extra time on your hands but don’t want to
take on too much? Contact Sarit Katzew at
HHEdDirector@gmail.com. We can find small ways to
help!!
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THANK YOU
A special thank you to member
Blake Harrison for trimming our
fruit trees in Havurah’s front yard.
Blake is an arborist who, with his
wife Rebekah Irwin, live in town
with their two daughters. Blake
graciously donated his time and
expertise to trim our aging trees, which were in dire
need of some tender loving care.
At Blake’s suggestion, we are removing our old apple
tree out front, and replacing it with some flowering
trees on either side of the front walkway.
Please see page 8 to learn who else is deserving of our
thanks!

SHABBAT SERVICES
FOR 5776
Our Friday evening Kabbalat Shabbat services
begin at 6:15pm. Our Saturday Shabbat morning
services begin at 10am. Please check our calendar
and/or website for service dates.
Havurahaddisoncounty.org

Please join us
Saturdays, July 30 & August 20
6:30pm
For a Havdalah Potluck
Home Hosted in Middlebury

Bring a delicious dish to share!
Details to follow.

2016 CALENDAR (SUBJECT TO CHANGE; CHECK WEBSITE FOR UPDATES)
ALL EVENTS TAKE PLACE AT HAVURAH HOUSE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

Saturday, May 14
10am Shabbat Morning Service
Adin Girard, Bar Mitzvah
Sunday, May 15
4pm Playgroup
Monday, May 16
3:30pm Hebrew School
5:15pm B’nei Mitzvah Class
Thursday May 19
6:45pm Chanting Group
Friday, May 20
6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat & Potluck
This special service co-led by Rabbi David
Edleson, Sarit Katzew and Rebecca Gould
continues our series of alternative approaches to
Friday evening services. We hope you will join us.
Monday, May 23
3:30pm Last Day Hebrew School–
Israel Celebration & Closing Ceremony
5:15pm Final B’nei Mitzvah Class
Wednesday, May 25
7pm Steering Committee Meeting
Sunday, June 5
3pm Havurah Hangout: Embodiment of Faith
details page 7
Saturday, June 11
10am Shabbat Morning Service
Carly Burger, Bat Mitzvah

SUMMER SAVE THE DATES:
Sunday, June 26th
Annual Community Meeting — Details to follow
Saturday, July 23
10am Shabbat Morning Services
Adam Sausville, Bar Mitzvah

Saturday, July 30
6;30pm Home Hosted Potluck & Havdalah
Saturday, August 20
6;30pm Home Hosted Potluck & Havdalah

Have an idea for an event,
educational program
or social gathering? Let’s
make it a reality!
Contact Program & Outreach
Coordinator
Sarit Katzew at
HHedDirector@gmail.com

Sunday, June 12
5pm Havurah Hangout: Jewish Ways of Mourning
Saturday, June 18
10am Shabbat Morning Service
Lena Sandler, Bat Mitzvah
Congregational Church of Middlebury
Saturday, June 25
10am Shabbat Morning Service
Celeste Berenbaum, Bat Mitzvah
Unitarian Universalist Society of Middlebury
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ADULT B’NEI MITZVAH CLASS
COMING THIS FALL
Starting in the Fall of 2016, Havurah is planning to offer an Adult B'Nei Mitzvah class, culminating in a
special Saturday Shabbat service in May, 2017. This opportunity is open to women and men, whether you can
read Hebrew or not. It is open whether you had a Bar/Bat Mitzvah and want to "renew your vows," or you
never had one and would like to have the experience of being formally called to the Torah. It is also an
opportunity for study (but not too much!) and learning by meeting together with our Director of Education,
Sarit Katzew periodically during the year.
Members of the class will learn to read a few lines from the Torah (don't worry-you
will receive a recording of those lines and have plenty of time to practice!). But we
also want to be flexible. So, in addition to or instead of reading from the Torah, you
could learn a portion of the service, for instance, chanting part or all of the Haftorah
portion. The class will focus on what you need to know to read from the Torah, but
will also include a focus on other aspects of Judaism.
Your participation in the May service can take on various forms:
1: Have an Aliyah, to read a portion of the Torah, along with the blessings before and after the Torah portion.
2: If so desired, do the blessings before and after the Haftorah as well as reading a portion of the Haftorah.

3: Give a part of the "Sermon" on why we joined the B'nei Mitzvah class and what we learned from it.
4: Learn about "life cycle" traditions and customs.
For more information please contact Sarit Katzew at HHEdDirector@gmail.com.
Registration information will go out over the summer, once we have been able to gauge community interest.

DONATE YOUR HOUSEWARES!
In an effort to be both more green and give our
community gatherings that “homey” feel we all
appreciate, we are collecting houseware items:
dishes, cups/mugs, silverware, tablecloths, etc.
Check your basement! Check your attic!
Declutter your kitchen by donating gently used
items to the Havurah for use at our future events.

HAVURAH SPRING FOOD DRIVE
We are collecting non perishable goods to be
donated to H.O.P.E.
Please drop items off in the Havurah
House lobby or you may leave items
on the Havurah House porch on
Monday May 16 or 23 before 6pm.
Together we can make a difference!

If you would like to donate contact Sarit Katzew
(HHEdDirector@gmail.com) or simply bring items
with you next time you’re at Havurah.

Children ages 6 months-8 years old can receive
FREE books or music! Register your family
at: pjlibrary.org
Have children or grandchildren?
Sign them up today!
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A CARING JEWISH COMMUNITY
We are exploring the formation of a group of volunteers to serve as a “Hesed Committee” providing support to Havurah members
in times of joy and sorrow. In that spirit we are offering programs to help us feel more comfortable in assuming that role.
If you are interesting in joining our Hesed Committee please contact Rebecca Gould at rkg3sheep@gmail.com

Next Session of Learning Jewish Ways of Mourning
Sunday, June 12th at 5pm
On a beautiful Sunday afternoon 15 Havurah members gathered to plant the seeds for growing more pastoral
care initiatives in and for our community. One such initiative is to engage in both thoughtful conversations
and pragmatic planning on the topics of death, dying and loss — inevitable life passages for us all! With guidance
from Lauri London, Emily Joselson, Marita Schine, Rebecca Gould, David Edelson (in absentia, but very present) and
our Director of Education, Sarit Katzew, we discussed our hopes, fears and questions about facing these passages and
responding to them Jewishly. We recognized that what this means differs for all of us and our conversation ranged
widely over the many ways that "responding Jewishly might be articulated and embodied. Our discussion was greatly
enriched by honest sharing, thoughtful questions, laughter and tears.
Sarit led us through the meaning and function of many ritual practices, including those having to do with respect for
the dead and comforting mourners. Together we explored how to identify and communicate our wishes for ourselves
when we die, and discussed the ways in which serious illness is itself a kind of death. We began to discuss (and write
out) the particular interests and capacities that we feel we can offer to our community, including the possible creation
of our own Chevra Kadisha (Holy Society) that attends to the respect for and ritual washing of the dead. Lauri and
Marita led us through a broader look at the current resources in Addison County, including hospice resources. Our
next gathering will be on June 12 at 5pm, giving us mor e space to enjoy a long ear ly summer day before
gathering. Any and all are welcome to join this rich conversation whether or not you attended the first discussion.

Meaningful Gathering for Yom HaShoah
On Sunday, May 8th, members of Havurah gathered at Mead Chapel to commemorate Yom HaShoah with Hillel members, the
Middlebury College Chorus, and the wider Middlebury interfaith community. We lit candles commemorating not only the deaths of
six million Jews, but also the millions of others – including but not limited to resistance fighters and political prisoners, righteous
gentiles, the Roma people, those with disabilities, gays – who perished in the Shoah.
Organized by Rabbi Ira Schiffer and Middlebury College’s Scott Center for Spiritual and Religious Life, the service also included a
concert of Holocaust-related music performed by Professors Rachel Joselson and Réne Lecuona, both of University of Iowa, whose
CD – “SONGS OF THE HOLOCAUST” -- will be released on June 1 by Albany Records.
Rachel is an opera singer and an Associate Professor of Voice at Iowa, and Réne is a Professor of Piano.
As a soprano of Eastern European Jewish heritage, Rachel is passionate about interpreting and presenting
this repertoire. Rachel and Réne are currently touring the country giving presentations scheduled around
Yom HaShoah.
Their presentation included arrangements of Yiddish folksongs by renowned classical composer Viktor
Ullmann, an inmate at Terezin who perished in Auschwitz. Terezin was designated as an “artist colony”
by the Nazis. They also presented several selections by Ilse Weber, who composed mainly for the children
interned there, separated from their parents—lullabyes, songs to give hope, and wistful songs of escaping
Dr. Rachel Joselson
the camp remembering home. They also offered several contemporary German-language selections by
Norbert Glanzberg. Born in Poland in 1910, Glanzberg escaped to France where he was banned from the
classical composers' union. He served on the Polish front and then dedicated many years of his long life to film music, songs and
show business. His name, up till the last quarter of his career, was always associated with the entertainment world and such famous
names as Edith Piaf, Yves Montand and Maurice Chevalier. In the late 1980s, he returned to his classical roots and Jewish heritage.
He was inspired by a collection of writings by prisoners in concentration camps, both Jews and resistance fighters: Der Tod ist ein
Meister aus Deutschland, later adapted for a documentary by Lea Rosh.
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HEBREW SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS
Sarit Katzew
Director of Education
HHEdDirector@gmail.com

If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about our Hebrew School
program please contact Director of Education, Sarit Katzew at HHEdDirector@gmail.com.

It’s hard to believe our Hebrew School year is coming to
a close with only 2 sessions left! Hebrew vocabulary,
music, crafts, Holiday customs, and Torah stories are just
a few of the many topics our teachers have covered
through fun activities, games and worksheets. The
students really enjoy the wide variety of weekly
assemblies and the increased focus on Hebrew literacy.

Students created seder
plates in preparation
for our Mock Seder
(featured below).
Although with a full
recitation of all the key
blessings,
individualized seder
plates and matzo ball
soup there was nothing
“mock” about it!

Students participated in specialty events including an
Israeli Restaurant experience (complete with authentic
food) and Purim Carnival.
Students enjoyed a cake
walk to Purim themed
music and were excited to
win homemade whoopie
pies!

We will round out the Hebrew School year with a special
Israel Celebration Day during the last session on May
23rd. We will also have a special closing ceremony
complete with student honors, teacher appreciation and a
chance for parents and students to provide feedback to
help strengthen our school program for future years!

Do you love to teach?
We are always looking to expand our teaching team. If
you, or someone you recommend is interested in learning
more about our teaching positions please contact Director
of Education, Sarit Katzew at HHedDirector@gmail.com

Come support our Spring/Summer B’nei Mitzvah
students as they each mark this important milestone:
May 14– Adin Girard
June 11– Carly Burger
June 18– Lena Sandler
June 25– Celeste Berenbaum
July 23– Adam Sausville
Sofia Stefani & Parker Chester become
b’not mitzvah in the fall.

Exciting News for Next Year!
We will be expanding our Hebrew School program to offer a new Post B’nei Mitzvah Class. Students who have recently completed
our B’nei Mitzvah class or have fall 2016 b’nei mitzvah dates are eligible (grades 8-10). The class will have a Tikkun Olam
component, including on site volunteer opportunities as well as a comparative religion lens experienced through visits to other
neighboring faith communities. You do not have to be in the current B’nei Mitzvah Class in order to enroll. To check eligibility and
for further information please contact Sarit Katzew at HHedDirector@gmail.com

Yom HaShoah Commemoration
Though the subject matter is very challenging to present to a younger age group Hebrew School did
have its own commemoration for Yom HaShoah. Students discussed in class what prior knowledge
they had of the atrocity and were shown video clips of people in Israel stopping in the middle of the
highway to observe 2 minutes of silence as the air raid sirens sounded all across the country.
For assembly, the classes gathered together, lit six yellow candles and watched a 10 minute video,
Daniel’s Story, told from the perspective of a Jewish child living in Germany during the Shoah. It
was very moving and hard to watch but so important that we never forget.
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LOOKING AHEAD: SAVE THE DATES
HAVURAH PLAYGROUP
Our playgroup meets twice a month on Sundays from 4 to 5pm. At Havurah House
56 N. Pleasant Street in Middlebury.
Ages currently range from 10 months to 2 years old but all children under 3 are welcome.
Children are encouraged to play freely with a variety of toys and games aimed at increasing fine motor
skills and positive social interaction. Our next playgroup will be Sunday, May 15.
Questions? Contact facilitator Sarit Katzew at HHEdDirector@gmail.com
Playgroup is free and open to the public. You do not need to be a Havurah member in order to
participate!
To Register, contact Sarit Katzew at HHedDirector@gmail.com

Jude Stein & Rowen Turo love
playing together at playgroup!

Starting in June, Havurah is pleased to present a series of gatherings entitled
"Embodiment of Faith: A study of movement and metaphor
within the Judaic and Taoist traditions."
led by Rachel Edwards, currently the Gimmel Class teacher at Havurah.
Drawing upon her experiences as a practitioner of Tai Chi Chuan and Chinese Medicine and her personal study of
Jewish religious practices and mysticism, Rachel invites others to join her on a journey across continents to translate
the meaning and experience of the written words of faith into the language and landscape of the human body to
connect us more deeply to the source of living.

Join Rachel on
Sunday, June 5 from 3:00 - 5:00 pm
at Havurah for the first workshop of the series,
"Living Shabbat: Connecting to the Divine Feminine."
During this time together, Rachel will create a context for sharing stories, inquiry, and contemplation
beginning with her own questions:
How is the Divine Feminine represented within the Judaic tradition?
What can we learn from the Commandment, "Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy"?
In what ways can we listen from the inside, connect to the quiet, receptive space within, bringing the essence of
Shabbat into our lives and relationships?
The workshop will include an experiential component in which Rachel will introduce simple movements, postures,
and meditative techniques to practice at home.
Please feel free to contact Rachel with any questions at 802-355-9306.
In order to plan our set up needs please RSVP to Rachel or to Sarit Katzew at HHedDirector@gmail.com

Rachel Edwards, M.S., L.Ac. has been practicing Tai Chi Chuan and Chinese Medicine for nearly 15 years. Prior to her formal
education in these fields of study, Rachel explored natural movement and meditation in many forms including dance, contact
improvisation, within outdoor education, and through a sitting meditation practice. Ever since her college semester abroad in
Israel in 1988, Rachel has traveled, seeking a deeper connection to faith, finding these roots in the practice of Tai Chi Chuan and
in her more current exploration of Jewish mysticism. At the same time, Rachel's Conservative Jewish education in Connecticut,
where she grew up, plus her Hebrew studies in Israel have allowed her to pick up where she left off years ago -- continuing now
to practice and appreciate Hebrew, and participate in Jewish religious services both with the Gimmel Class students and with her
husband and three sons. She looks forward to sharing her love of language, learning, and connection to the body and breath as a
way to cultivate more meaningful ritual in our lives.
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Support Havurah
Havurah is proud to be supported by its members. It is through member generosity that Havurah is able to
offer all of the wonderful programs and resources to help build our strong Jewish community in and around
Middlebury. Please continue to support Havurah. If you wish to make a donation to Havurah simply use the
tear off at the bottom of this page. Every little bit helps build our future together!

TODAH RABAH— DEEPEST THANKS
We offer many thanks to Emily Joselson who covered the cost of the tree removal
out in front of Havurah House.

Sarit Katzew would like to offer special thanks to Lois Kraus and Elana Dean who helped organize
meal trains during her recovery from toe surgery. And of course to all those who signed up to provide
meals for her and others in need!!

Our long-time Treasurer, Sam Glaser, is looking to train his
successor. So Havurah is seeking a member volunteer with
financial/business/accounting background, interested in learning
more about Havurah’s finances. If you’re interested, and have
some experience with budgeting, Quickbooks or other
bookkeeping software, please contact Ken Wolpin
(ken@wolpin.com) or Emily Joselson (ejoselson@langrock.com).

Donation made by:

Address:

Designate a Fund (optional):

 Building Fund/Capital Campaign (building needs/improvements/purchases)
 General Operating Fund (day-to-day operating expenditures)
 Lazarus Fund (award for community service to graduating senior at Middlebury H.S.)
 Hebrew School (textbooks, classroom supplies & activities)

Please send acknowledgment to: Name:
Please Complete (optional):

Donation Amount $______

Address:

 In Honor Of:___________________________________
 In Memory Of:__________________________________
 In Appreciation Of:______________________________
 Mazel Tov To:___________________________________
 Speedy Recovery To:______________________________
 Other:__________________________________________
 I’d like my donation to remain anonymous

Send to: Havurah PO Box 823 Middlebury, VT 05753 Attn: Treasurer
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Mazal Tov
Our B’nei Mitzvah class gathered on May 1 and engaged in a Jewish Values workshop during which
each student created their own Yad (Torah Pointer). Families worked with polymer clay to create a
pointed hand and then decorated it with colors/designs of their own choosing. We then baked the
Yads in the oven to harden them and the results were personalized and remarkably unique.
Adin Girard, our
first to become Bar
Mitzvah this season
works with his dad,
David, on crafting a
special Yad to use
during his ceremony.
My name is Adin Girard. My Bar Mitzvah
date is May 14. My Torah portion is
Kedoshim. I go to school at Middlebury
Union Middle School. I live in Bridport. My
mom’s name is Jodi and my dad is David
and my brother is Josh. My mitzvah project
is working at Project Independence, senior
center. In my free time I enjoy fishing and
spending time with my family and my dog,
Koko. Some interesting facts about me are
that my hockey team is the 2nd best in our
age category in the state for 2016 and that
the titanic sunk on my birthday (April 14).
My name is Carly Burger. My Torah
portion is Bamidbar and my Bat Mitzvah
date is June 11th. I go to Middlebury Union
High and I live in Middlebury. I have two
siblings, one sister and one brother. My
mitzvah project is working with Homeward
Bound. My hobbies include gymnastics,
soccer and writing. A fun fact about me is
that I have a pet snake!

My name is Lena Sandler. My Bat Mitzvah
date is June 18 and my Torah portion is
Naso. I live in Cornwall and go to school at
North Branch School in Ripton. My family
has three other members, my dad, David, my
mom, Kim and my 17 year old brother D.J.
For my mitzvah project I am working with
the Horse’s touch. I am having fun with
horses and little kids, helping groom and
tack up horses and assist in any way I can. I
love to ride, show, and jump horses and I
also love to paint.
My name is Celeste Berenbaum. My Bat
Mitzvah date is June 25 and my Torah
portion is Behaalotecha. I go to school at
Middlebury Union Middle School. I have a
younger sister named Melody. My mitzvah
project is working with the dogs and cats at
the Addison County Humane Society. I like
to figure skate, play soccer and softball,
draw and read.

My name is Adam Sausville. July 23rd is
my Bar Mitzvah date and my Torah
portion is Balak. I got to school at VUHS
and I live in Waltham. I have one sister
and one brother and live with my mom,
dad and our dog. My mitzvah project is
working with Green Mountain Foster
Bikes. I help repair and convert donated
bikes into coaster bikes that are given to
foster kids. They are easy to maintain
and provide fun for these kids facing
tough times for years to come. A fun fact
about me is that my favorite sport is
basketball.

My name is Sofia Stefani. My bat
mitzvah portion is Bereshit and I
hope my mitzvah project will be
doing something to help out at the
Parent Child Center. My bat mitzvah
will be on October 29th. I live in
Middlebury with my dad, brother,
and mom and go to school at MUMS.
Some things I really enjoy doing
include reading, writing, drawing,
and running.
My name is Parker Chester. My Bat
Mitzvah date is November 5 and my
Torah portion is Noach. I have two
older siblings, Isaiah and Madeline,
who are both in college. My family
lives in New Haven. I am
homeschooled. My mitzvah project is
with Homeward Bound Animal
Shelter where I am working to
beautify one of their outdoor adoption
areas as well as giving lots of love to
the cats living there. I am also
working towards my Girl Scout Silver
Award. My hobbies include piano,
art, archery and acting.
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